All  winier  teams  do 

oMremely  well  this 

\car.  Conizratulations! 


Live  lo)i\^  iiiid 
prosper.' 


-  Spock 
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Clinton:  Can't  live 
up! 

Bill  Cliiuon's  first  week  in  olTico  was 
perhaps  not  cniircly  what  he  woiikl 
ha\c  wished  il  to  be.  Instead  ol 
lawning  over  him  as  they  did  in  the 
campaign,  the  media  seemed  lo  have  only 
one  thing  to  talk  about —  gays  m  the  miliiary. 
Seeking  to  quickly  luirill  a  campaign 
promise,  one  ol'  Clinton's  first  acts  as 
President  of  the  Umietl  Stales  was  to  allcmpt 
to  allow  homosexuals  in  the  Armed  Fortes. 
What  Clinton  did  not  e.xpect  was  the  massive 
negative  public  reaction  to  his  move. 
Besides  meeting  opposition  from  Gen.  Colin 
Powell,  the  chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Stall,  Ret.  Gen.  Norman  Shv^ari/koff,  Rep. 
Sam  Nunn  (D.)  and  other  powerful 
congressmen.  Democrat  and  Republican,  the 
White  House  switchboards  were  jammed  with  calls  decrying  the  decision. 

At  the  core  of  this  debate  is  nt)t  whether  gays  and  lesbians  should  be  in  the  military;  they 
already  are.  Neither  is  it  a  debate  about  the  efficiency  and  skills  of  honH)sc.\uals  in  the  miliuiry. 
many  gays  have  served  with  distinction.  This  debate  is  about  letting  known  homosexuals,  iho.se 
who  have  "come  out  of  the  clo.sei,"  .so  to  speak,  remain  in  the  Armed  Forces.  Most  of  the 
counU'y's  most  prominent  Generals,  its  most  intlueniial  senators  and  congressmen  iire  firm  in 
their  opposition  lo  this  plan.  Retired  General  Shwiirlzkoff  said  it  would  "destroy  the  military." 
Chairman  Powell  said  similar  things.  It  would  seem  that  the  only  man  on  Capitol  Hill  who  is 
intent  on  gays  in  the  military  is  a  man  who  has  never  served  in  it:  a  man  who  did  everything  he 
could  to  avoid  service. 

Those  who  support  the  Clinton  plan  say  that  gays  and  lesbians  shouki  not  have  to  sli>  in  the 
closet,  that  it  is  their  "right"  to  serve  their  country  like  anyone  else.  Firstly  it  must  be  said  that 
no  one  has  the  "right"  to  be  in  the  military.  No  where  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  diKs  it  stipulate  that 
e\ery  .American  has  the  right  to  serve  his  country.  Secondly,  these  people  don't  seem  to  reali/e 

Ci'nlinucs  (in  p.igc  .^ 


The  age  of  political  correcmcss  has  descended  upon  us;  like  a  dark  cloud  of  blindness  and 
confusion.  Often,  simple  occurrences  become  distorted  into  vastly  sigmlicant  microcosms 
of  the  world's  evils  as  a  result  of  the  stubborn  tunnel-vision  of  certain  interest  groups.  A 
recent  example  of  the  above  was  this  summer's  Clarence  Thomas  hearings;  the  case  of  a  black 
man  accused  by  a  black  woman  of  sexual  harrassment.  The  hearings  ol  course  were  neccessiiry 
because  Clarence  Thomas  was  in  the  process  of  being  appointed  Supreme  Court  Justice,  and  the 
scrutin>  of  his  mor;il  judgement  was  therefore  important.  UnfortunateK.  however,  this  case 
became  far  nn)re  than  an  mquir\  into  one  man's  thoughts;  it  became  a  universal  cros>  section  ol 
contemporary  raciam  and  se.xism. 

The  use  of  the  Clarence  Thomas  case  by  feminists  has  proven  to  be  as  inllated  ani'  hostile  as 
the  feminist  movement  itself.  Although  sexual  harrassment  is  deplorable,  that  is  no  justification 


\T\i;^r4 

lor  llio  olloiisivc  lucihoJ 
ccriam  rcniiiiisiN  ha\i: 
chosen  U)  go  about  ending 
II.  The  vacuous  and 
irrilaling  war-crs  ""Men 
jLiNl  don'i  gel  il,"  tor 
insiancc,  has  become  a 
common  fcminisi  iheme 
which  clearly  promolcs  no 
posiii\e  solution.  To 
general i/e  men  in  such  a 
was  IS  sexual  harrassmeni 
in  iisell  and  perpeiuaies 
the  iensu)n  which  is  at  the 
rout  ol  all  sexual  crimes. 
Essentiallv,  feminists  arc 
persuing  a  \aliant  and 
noble  cause  in  a  self- 
dcstn;. tive  manner. 

E\en  more  astounding 
than  the  I'eminisis  use  of 
the  Thomas  case  was  the 
reaction  of  the  black 
communitv  to  the 
proceedings. 

Some  have  been  led  to 
believe  that  Anita  Hill  was 
brought  forth  as  part  of  a 
conspiracy  by  whites  to 
defame  African -A  men  can 
society  in  public.  This 
kind  of  cynicism  and 
paranoia     is     counter- 


:£a^^^        . 


productive  -  a  attempts  at 
equality  and  units.  One 
black  woman  on  the  news 
this  summer  is  quoted  as 
saying,  "All  day  I  light 
against  while  society,  and 
then  I  have  to  come  home 
to  this  (ihe  hearings)."  If 
mter-racial  unity  is  the 
goal,  then  this  feeling  of 
constant  racial  tensit)n 
must  be  elimmaled  along 
with  the         counter 

productive  paranoia. 

In  contrast,  one  sees 
the  lack  of  cretiibility  of 
either  view,  racial  or 
feminist,  as  they  are 
diametrically  opposed. 
Feminists  see  Anita  Hill 
as  a  martyr,  whereas  the 
black  community  sees  her 
as  a  tool  used  by  the  FBI 
to  stop  Vir.  Thomas  and 
embarrass  their  race.  Both 
pi)mts  are  loud  and  liberal, 
and  set  thes  conflict.  The 
result  IS  utter  confusion: 
Is  the  case  an  affront  to 
blacks  or  to  women'  I  say 
neither. 

Why  can't  people  see 
things  lor  svhat  they  are? 


Not  everything  is  a 
ss  mbol  w  Inch  nuisi  lie 
decoded  antl  re  I  lee  led 
upon.  Clarence  Thomas 
was  to  be  appoinieil  to  a 
high  and  powerlul  office, 
and  his  moral  ily  was 
questioned.  Should  his 
moral  Its  not  have  been 
questioned  because  ol  his 
skin  colour'.'  He  was  laicr 
granted  the  oil  ice  alter  a 
vote  of  Congress.  Should 
he  be  e)ustcd  so  as  to 
appease  lemmisi  wrath' 

The  people  ol  the 
United  States  shoukl  have 
a  little  more  faith  in  the 
system.  This  faith  would 
allow  for  blacks  and 
whites  to  look  at  each 
other  without  having 
suspicions  aLx)ut  underlying 
conspiracies.  It  would 
permit  races  to  live  side 
by  side,  not  polari/ed 
Until  people  get  over  their 
grudges  and  cynicism,  the 
world  svill  be  choked  and 
blinded  by  the 

omnipresent  smog  of 
political  correctness. 

-  Unkown  Soldier 
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Seventeen  Years  Ago  This 
Week 

The  recent  successes  of  our  school's  basketball  teams-all 
of  them-make  me  a  little  nosialgic-bul  only  a  little-l'or 
the  good  old  pre-Gryphon  days.  I  arrived  as  a  teacher  and 
coach  here  in  1976,  and  the  following  is  a  highly  selective 
reirospeciivc  of  all  that  I  saw  or  was  part  of  in  that  first  year. 
Names  have  been  altered  only  a  liule. 

-Three  coaches  in  76-77:  Phil  Hack.saw,  Fleet  Levin'  and  1 
had  responsibility  for  three  teams.  I  had  the  seniors,  but  one  key 
coaching  decision  we  had  to  take  was  which  team  would  get  to 
use  the  school's  one  leather  ball  during  practice. 

-Tryouls  for  the  seniors  that  first  year  were  easily  handled,  as 
all  eleven  guys  who  signed  up  made  the  team.  Only  one,  Pickin' 
Rolly-Poly,  had  never  actually  played  basketball,  but  that  was 
OK,  as  even  with  us  he  was  going  to  see  little  lloor  time.  His 
motivation  was  to  be  able  to  put  on  his  college  applications  that 
he  had  played  basketball  at  his  sch(K)l.  This  .sort  of  sandbagging 
would  never  happen  today,  i)f  course. 


-Wc  went  .1-11  in  our  lirsi  scar,  the  .i  W's  being  carefully 
arranged  exhibition  games.  The  other  1 1  games  were  part  ol  our 
12  game  GMIA.A  (not  GMAA)  schedule.  Moral  victories  svere 
many,  including  coming  within  21)  points  ol  the  oppi)siiion.  That 
I2ih  game  was  cancelled  on  humanit;irian  grounds.  We  did  ntu 
play  any  exhibitions  against  ECS. 

-Embarrassments  were  numerous,  but  we  had  one  player. 
Gland  Large,  who  kept  us  respectable.  He  had  an  ugly  but 
effective  side-stepping  set/jump  shot.  His  previous  coach,  the 
astute  Fleet,  had  alerted  me  to  his  existence  and  importance. 
Bent  Loosebcarmg  was  my  token  American,  who  1  was  hoping 
could  play  because  of  genetic  coding.  He  was  not  a  factor,  except 
to  foul  out  regularls  bs  the  third  qu;iner. 

-Worst  moment  in  a  game:  Down  1.^  to  Vaudreuil  Catholic, 
the  only  league  oppi)nent  against  whom  we  had  a  mathematical 
chance.  Rolly-Poly  in  the  game  il'm  not  sure  whs.  Death  wish.'), 
and  the  inbound  pass  comes  to  him  in  the  backcourt.  No 
pressure!  He  sees  his  opening  and  drives  tow;ird  our  hiK)p  for  the 
easy  layup.  Wait!  That's  our  hoop!  Thanks  to  his  lack  of  spee^^ 
and  the  moans  from  his  teammates,  he  stopped  in  time.  Th^^ 
coach  by  this  time  had  a  towel  covering  his  head,  not  the  last 
lime  1  would  emplov  this  coaching  sirategs  at  SHS. 

(Ciiiuimjcs  on  ncxl  pai:c) 
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Toughcsi  call:  Do  I  ask  a  sciiioi 
sJiDol  adiiunistraior,  Mairs'  Lcavins,  lo 
Ini//  oil  allcr  he  sits  cknvn  hcsicic  mc  on 
our  Ivnch  and  oilers  asiiiie  eoaehing  tips' 
He  left  hel'ore  I  eould  decide. 

-Most  emharrassing  momenl  outside 
of  a  yaiiie:  For  most  away  games,  we 
iravelletl  hy  taxi.  Ai  that  nine,  the  SlIS 
hus  (one)  was  reserved  lor  the  hockey 
leains  (imagine  hack  then  that  hockey 
look  the  lion's  share  ol  the  athletics 
htidgei).  Our  transportation  to  the  game 
was  a  black  limo,  suilhle  lor  rock  stars 
anil  funerals.  English  students,  this  is  an 
example  oi  foreshadiiwing. 

These  days,  I  can  kx)k  in  on  an  SHS 
game  at  any  lesel  and  see  g(X)d  play  and 
good  ci)aching.  Body  Oil,  Fleet,  Crawl 
and  Toil,  and  Ralph  Self-Pity  do  a  great 
job  with  gixid  players  who  get  belter.  At 
iiur  tournament  recently,  1  saw  Crisp 
Badcheck  drive  to  the  hoop,  get  fouled, 
but  still  almost  jam  the  ball.  Foul  shots 
are  now  opportunities  gained  rather  than 
lost.  Guys  actually  run  offences  that 
work,  and  play  aggressive  defence.  In 
summary,  roundball  lives  at  SHS,  and  will 
thrive  through  the  90's.. .until  curling 
surpasses  it  as  the  sport  of  choice  at  our 
school.  How  can  we  compete  for  players 
when  we  don't  have  a  viewing  gallery 
with  a  bar,  or  a  ram's  head  filled  with 
snuff. 

-  Geoff  McDowd 


(  CO  M  1 1  111!  c  s   I  r  1)  111    I'.i  i;  c    I  I 
1  he    I  m  I'll  I  c  a  I  ion  s    of    s  uc  h    a  ii 
action.      No    reasonable    person 
V,  o  u  I  d     a  r  g  u  e     thai     a     v.  o  in  a  n 
soldier    s  h  o  u  I  d     b  e     lor  c  e  tl    I  o 
sleep    I  11    I  h  e    s  a  in  e    I  e  n  i    as    a 
in         a         II 
s  t)  I  d  I  e  r  , 
e  v  e  n  i  I 

both  I  he  I r 
I  n  t  e  n  I  s 
w  e  r  e 
p  u  I  e  I  \ 
1  11  n  o  c  e  n  t  . 
N  o  o  n  e 
vc  o  u  I  d 
suggest 
that 

women    be  ..■■'.'.. 

forced  to 
take 
o  p  e  n  -  s  t  a  1 1 
s  h  o  w  e  r  s  with  men.  H  o  w  c  a  n 
o  n  e  a  c  c  e  p  l  t  h  i  s  a  n  (.1  then  s  a  y 
thai  men  should  be  I  o  r  c  e  d  I  o 
take  sho\s'ers  with  other  men 
who  could  quite  possibly  be 
attracted  to  him.  If  in  fact,  a 
g  a  >'  man  feels  the  s  a  m  e 
attraction  to  another  man  as  a 
strait  woman  feels  for  a  m  a  n , 
then  what  is  the  d  i  f  f  e  r  e  n  c  c 
b  e  t  w  e  e  n  I  o  r  c  i  n  g  w  o  m  e  n  i  o 
share  ci  u  a  r  t  e  r  s  with  m  e  n  a  n  d 
l\ircing  men  lo  share  c|uariers 
w  1  th   ad  m  i  tied   ga  >    me  n  ' 

Another     point     is     that     of 
troop    morale.      If    a    soldier    is 


known  lo  be  gav.  then  his  co- 
sol  d  i  c  r  s  V.  \  \  \  be  I  a  r  less 
inclined  i  o  i  r  u  s  i  him.  I  n  a  n 
e  II  \  I  I  o  n  III  e  n  i  w  h  e  r  e  o  n  e 

literally    places    his    I  1 1  e    in    i h  e 
h  a  n  d  s     of    his     c  o  m  r  a  il  e  s  .     this 
kind  o I 

mistrust    can 
;a  b  e  I  a  i  a  I . 

A  I  r  e  a  d  y    t  h  e  r  e 
,^  are    reports   of 
.•■•  soldiers    u  11  o 
are      seeking 
to     I e  a  v  c     1  h  e 
a  r  m  \      at     i  h  e 
pros  pe  c  I       o I 
:  "sV^Lri         s  e  r  v  1  n  g    \\  i  i  h 
o  p  e  n        gays. 
^■■'>^/  '..Not  o  n  I  y 

■^       that,       y  o  u  n  g 
_         ^  '      m      en's 
' '  ■  ■  f_i^^6aiA      interest         in 

the  a  r  ni  \  will  d  r  a  m  a  1 1  c  a  1 1  >'  drop 
a  ml  new  recruits  will  be  hard 
to   f  I  n  d . 

Bill  Clinton  should  think 
twice  about  his  new  p o  1 1 c  > .  He 
should  listen  to  those  who 
know  about  the  Army,  the 
Navy,  the  A  i  r  f  o  r  c  e  and  the 
Marines.  He  should  lake  i  h e 
a  d  V  ice  of  Colin  P  o  w  ell  and 
keep  admitted  homosexuals  out 
of  I h e    military. 

-   David   W  I II I  a  m  s 
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